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Customers don't just write us 
about how rugged Oltonar 
canoes are in the wate< One 
man had a good occasion to 
telt u5 how tough his was on 
land. 

A highway overpass, he 
wrote. inadvertently collided 
with h1s canoe. He explained 
that the m1Shap occurred 
because the roof of his motor 
home (stacked w1th the Oltonar 
canoe plus other 
expedition gear) 
was rust a mite 
higher than the 
underbelly of the 
overpass. 

But the overpass 
IS Sbll In seMCe 
today, and so is the 
canoe. And 
although we're the 
first to say that 
nothing is 1nde· 
structible. includ
ing Oltonar, our 
boats have taken 

poundings that surely were 
never meant for canoes. 
They've fallen out of airplanes. 
They've been bent like hairpins 
around bridge abutments 
We've even dropped them off 
the factory roof 

Their survival secret IS more 
than brute strength. Oltonar IS 
a Royalex · ABS plastiC lam1 
nate, extremely high 1n resil· 
iency, or memory. Memory lets 

you pry an Oltonar canoe loose 
from snags where alum1num 
wouldn't budge. Memory actu
ally lets you snap the hull back 
to canoe shape and paddle off 
aga1n. In calmer waters. mem
ory g1ves our Oltonar models 
the quiet performance. the pi 
ant grace you thought poss1ble 
only in a wood hull 

And although other canoe 
manufacturers also work w1th 

Oltonar. 
Whitewater and all-around canoes. 

Royalex, no one else follows 
the rugged Royalex layups we 
insist on for our whitewater 
and all-around canoes. Oltonar 
IS exped1hon cat11Jcr Royalex. 
remforced al every stress point 
by eng1neers reguta~y called 
on to outf11lh1s hem1sphere·s 
most penlous whitewater 
explorations 

Old Town eng1neers des1gn 
every componen11n an Oltonar 

canoe w1th the 
stress of white 
water 1n m1nd. Our 
gunwales. for exam 
pie. are a un,que 
construe bon of 
extruded v1ny rein
forced W>th an 1nner 
alum1num belt. And 
these aluminum
belted gunwales 
are super)()( m 
canoes for the same 
reason steel-belted 
tires are supenor 1n 
automobiles. The 



vrnyl shell has give (resiliency) 
while the alumrnum has take 
(tenSile strength). We torture
test all brands of gunwales 

regularly, 
pitting ours 
agarnst other 
manufactur
ers·. And we 
haven't lost 

the sledgehammer 
competition yet. 

Decks and seats come 
under the same rigid scrutiny. 
Our newest rmprovement is a 
roto-motdrng process using 
an armor-tough substance 
called cross-linked high
denSity polyethylene. 
Every deck IS COO· 
toured fO< easy 
carry;ng. The 
new seats have 
flotation- and they have mercy 
on your backside. They're 
comfort-contoured. resilient. 
encapsulated and insulated. 

If you're 
accustomed 
to sitting on a 
cold stab of 
canoe alumi

num. you'll appreciate them. 
And even rfwe never adver

tised our Oltonar canoes. you 
would continue to see great 

things said about them in print, 
the written accounts of 
explo<ers who make annual 
odysseys. under paddle. to the 
far ends of the continent. 

Time and again, the boat 
they depend on is our 17-foot 
Oltonar Tripper: deep-hulled. 

fully rockered and bred for 
troubled waters. 

Wnting rn CANOE 
magazrne. author

explorers John Rugge 
and James West 
Davidson (The 

Complete Wilderness Paddler) 
say our Tripper's "high depth 
and big volume design make it 
the expedition boat ... lt's big 
enough to carry two people 
and a month's gear into white
water with less chance of 
swamping than any other boat 
we've tested:· 

A talk with your Old lOwn 
dealer will help you decide 
whether the Tripper IS the right 
era~ fO< you, 0< whether 
another Oltonar desrgn is even 
more surtable. 
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But, about the entire Oltonar 
line, one thing is certain. You 

may expiO<e remote Hudson 
Bay or you may paddle a few 
weeks of the year off the Hud
son River. Either way. there·s no 
better hull to put between the 
water and you. 



Introducing the Canadienne, 
a high-performance long
distance touring canoe. 
Designed by Ralph Frese. 
Classically detailed in fine 
woods and brass. Fiberglass 
or Kevlar layup 

In the world of serious 
canoeing, good news travels 
fast. 

So does our Canadienne, 
Old Town's most 
important 1980 
introduction. Expect 
to hear more news 
about it than any 
canoe we've built 
since the Tripper. 

Because no 
other production 
canoe in the world 
does so much, and 
does it all so well. 

The Canadienne 
has a list of creden
tials as long as the 
Allagash. They 

begin with the canoe master 
Rushton, whose brilliant work 
Ralph Frese drew upon to cre
ate the Canadienne's classic 
lines and timeless look. 

Proving why he's the 
country's pre-eminent canoe 
historian, connoisseur and 
designer, Frese put as much 
skill and taste into the Cana
dienne as into the film "Cen
tennial'', the definitive cinema 

piece on the role of canoeing in 
U.S. history. 

His challenge from Old 
Town: How to build an all
around canoe when there's no 
such thing as all-around water 

This is how. 
The big (17 ft., 920 lbs. 

capacity) Canadienne has all 
the moves of a hrgh
performance cruising boat 

Entry is quick, sure and 

quiet as a scalpel, and no 
wonder. The nose is so sharp 
(under a quarter inch). you 
mrght want to shave with it. 
And although the canoe is 
without keel, the bottom 
gathers into a neat Vat both 
ends. Any weight that goes 
inside is transmitted to the 
ends, which plant themselves 
beneath the wind and chop 
and take you, sure-footed, 

across the kind of 
lake that makes 
even an accom
plished paddler 
hanker for a 
motorboat. 

Yet the Canadi
enne rs as much 
at home in rapids 
as a salmon in the 
Rogue River. It 
has a take-charge 
round-bottom hull 
for swerving and 
darting out of 
harm's way. And 

Fiberglass and Kevlar; 
· Performance touring and lake canoes. 
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there's a slight (under two 
1nchesl. but perfectly propor
tioned rocker to 1ntens1fy this 
kayak-like nimbleness. 

The appomtments. 1n every 
way. complement the perform
ance. Gunwales. decks and 
coam1ng are hand-rubbed 
mahogany. lnwales are Sitka 
spruce. Seats are cane-filled 
ash. Bow and stern caps and 
pa1nter nngs are brass. The 
contoured carry1ng yoke 1s ash, 
and It's standard w1th the 
canoe. In addition. Old Town 
will be happy to make a per
sonalized nameplate for your 
Canadienne. at no extra cost. 

And whether the layup you 
choose IS Kevlar or fiberglass. 
you know that the hull is as 

perfect inside as the smocth. 
glisten1ng fin1sh on the outs1de. 

We don't do th1ngs second
rate at Old Town. and our fiber
glass methods and procedures 
are a fine example why. 
Because some canoe compa
nies w111 pop fiberglass canoes 
out of a mold like cook1es. The 
result. as we see 1t. IS about as 
seaworthy as a cookie 1ar. Yet. 

according to the dictionary, 
fiberglass IS supposed to be 
fiber-re1nforced plastiC. And 
common sense will tell you that 
nobody ever re1nforced any
thmg shooting shredded fiber 

out of a chopper gun 1nto liquid 
res1n. So we work entirely by 
hand, not by gun. Our people 
manually bond layer upon 
layer of the finest woven cloth, 
mat and roving into durable. 
safe, superbly-balanced hulls. 

Even more than our unique 
nameplate. this level of work
manship identifies every Old 
Town product. From the high
performance Canadienne to 
our 16ft. and 14ft. L.akers for 
general flatwater recreation. 

Fiberglass-hulled L.akers are 
designed for the wide and uni
versal canoe1ng public. For 
vacationers who own a coftage 
on a lake. and keep a canoe 

around for fun. For anglers 
who shun speedboats and pre
fer the fish-fulling s1mplicily of 
rod, reel and canoe. For tent 
campers with two days off and 
three kids beggJng to explore 
that islet out in the pond. 

Laker meets the~r needs with 
flotation ends and a stable. flat
bottom hull W1th low freeboard 
and keel for easy lake pad 
dling. And with a pnce that 
puts first class canoe1ng 1n 
everyone's reach. 



Kevlar. ABS Royalex. Role
molded cross-linked high
density polyethylene. Extruded 
vinyl. 

The list of malerials used 
by contemporary canoe 
designers, including our own, 
reads like something out of a 
NASA lab. 

But in one corner of our Old 
Town factory lhe space age 
melals and lhe machines thai 
mold them are 
conspicuously 
absent. Instead, 
there are wood 
shavings wherever 
you walk, and the 
air smells like a 
country sawmill. 
The men wear 
overalls, talk with 
brass tacks in their 

mouths, and tell you straight
out that Kevlar is what you use 
for rocket ships but wood is 
what you use for canoes. Past, 
present and future. 

So our wood smiths continue 
to work in the time-honored 
fashion, shaping canoes by 
hand on wooden canoe forms 
that date back a century. 

Small wonder our four wood 
designs are prized by 

investment-minded canoeists 
as works of art. Yet the fact is, 
our cedar-planked Old Town 
classics still outperform almost 
any other type of canoe afloat. 
And to the men in our wood 
shop, thars what makes them 
works of art. 

To build a 20 ft. Guide 
model, for example, a man has 
to begin by cutting the canoe 
ribs out of white cedar. about 

Wood. 
Classic canoes. 

fifty of them. Then he steams 
each rib so it bends easily 
over the form. And after that, 
he planks long strips of 
straight-grained Western red 
cedar neatly over the ribs. 
He works carefully from the 
inside out, assembling the 
skeleton first, then adding the 
outer parts: mahogany gun
wales, ash decks, ash thwarts, 
and cane-fi lled seats, framed 

in ash. 
As a sure, steady 

tracker, the Guide 
lives up to its name: 
the long flat floor. 
shallow draft, and 
knife-like water 
entry are what the 
Maine fishing guide 
needs for his work. 

Another model. 



Molitor, features wood treat
ments that are lavish even by 
Old Town standards. Long 
decks, outside stems, and 
oval mahogany gunwales 
create a frame so strong no 

thwarts are needed. While the 
sickle curve of bow and stern 
suggests an Indian birch bark 
in a Remington or Homer 
painting. 

Old Town catalogs, written 
as earty as 1901. feature the 

OTCA series of wood canoes. 
Seventy-nine years later, we 
proudly feature them in this 
catalog, virtually unchanged in 
design. And for the solo 
canoeist we offer the Trapper, 
a canoe so sleek it seems to 
swim. 

More than any other com
pany, Old Town has come to 
stand for the beauty of canoe
ing. Because more than any 

other company, we stand for 
the beauty or the canoe. 

Wood Canoes. 
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If you followed the World Kayak 
Championships at Jonquiere, 
Quebec, you undoubtedly tried 
to follow a bullet-fast spike 
called the Lettmann Hydro 80. 
It rocketed to two gold, two 
silver and two bronze medals~ 
and now ifs won a place 
among our slalom kayaks, the 
quickest of the quick in 
paddlecrah. 

We're also proud to add, as a 
custom order boat. 
the Prijon Oolph1n, 
a dcmnriver 
wildwater projectile 
that flew so fast at 
Desbiens there was 
hardly a medal left. 

These develop
ments prove, once 
again, that Old 
Town kayaks are 
America's best for 
two good reasons• 
Klaus Lettmann and 
Toni Prijon. Europe's 

two superstar designers. Both 
are former World Champion 
racers. And their stature in 
this sport is so great that if 
kayaking were baseball, both 
would be unanimously installed 
in the Hall of Fame. 

Not only do their designs 
dominate international kayak 
racing, but Lettmann and 
Prijon have had the wisdom to 
adapt these Olympic designs 

for general weekend pleasure 
boating. No two men have 
done more to popularize recre
ational kayaking. 

Designers as brilliant as 
Lettmann and Prijon deserve 
the support of a first-rate manu
facturer. Old Town. Our Lett
mann and Priton models are 
painstakingly hand-laminated~ 
by veteran builders who have 
mastered the craft of hull stiff-

Kayaks. 
Touring and whitewater slalom. 

ness and flex. All standard 
Old Town kayaks have no less 
than four layers in the hull and 
three in the deck. This year, all 
whitewater slalom boats have 
foam walls (pillars) for added 
1-beam support between the 
hull and deck. And for 
kayakers who really punish 
their boats, we recommend 
our special expedition layup. 
It includes our new 1-beam 

support system. 
outside seams 
and extra fiber
glass layers 
for built-in 
protection. 

Old Town kayaks 
cover the two 
broad divisions of 
the sport• touring 
and whitewater 
slalom. both recre
ational and com
petitive. 



Within the two, you'll fi nd at 
least one model for your level of 
ability. Although most Old Town 
kayaks adapt to all-around use, 
a touring boat will outperform a 
whitewater slalom boat cruising 
on a straight track. Similarly, a 
whitewater slalom kayak will be 
more nimble at whitewater play. 

Whichever you choose, 
Lettmann, Prijon and Old Town 
are on your side. So you're 
already out in front. 

Whitewater Slalom. 
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"Accessories" is the accepted 
word for the canoe equipment 
in this section. But "necessi
ties" is the word we prefer. 
Because good, honest smooth
working equipment contributes 
as much to your overall enjoy
ment of canoeing as the canoe. 

And besides showing you 
our paddles, flotation gear, 

Paddles. 
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safety vests, helmets and other 
equipment, Old lbwn is proud 
to present the kit everybody 
has asked us to produce 
We call it "Canoe-in-a-Box," an 
intriguing pro1ect developed by 
our woodsmiths, the men who 
create our classic ribbec and 
planked Old Towns. The end 
product is a cedar strip canoe 

Kayak Paddles. 
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that's swift in I he water and a using it is almost like using our 
delight to the eye. And the kit is wood shop. 
so complete and detailed, 

Canoe-in-a-Box. 
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Sail Rigs. 
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Accessories and Kits. 
Canoe equipment and cedar strip kit. 



Waterproof Cargo Bags. 
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Water Repellent 
Carrying Bags . 
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Helmets. 
Joffaf'IN'nf>t.l1!1'J""E'ilht 
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