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vinyl shell has give (resiliency)
while the aluminum has take
(tensile strength). We torture-
test all brands of gunwales

s regularly,
pitting ours
against other
manufactur-
ers’. And we
haven't lost
the sledgehammer
competition yet.

Decks and seats come
under the same rigid scrutiny.
Qur newest improvement is a
roto-malding process using
an armor-tough substance
called cross-linked high-

density polyethylene. 1

Every deck is con- =
toured for easy
carrying. The
new seats have
flotation — and they have mercy
on your backside. They're
comfort-contoured, resilient,
encapsulated and insulated.
If you're
accustomed
to sitting on a
cold slab of
canoe alumi-
num, you'll appreciate them
And even if we never adver-
tised our Oltonar canoes, you
would continue to see great

things said about them in print,
the written accounts of
explorers who make annual
odysseys, under paddle, to the
far ends of the continent.

Time and again, the boat
they depend on is our 17-foot

,, Oltonar Tripper: deep-hulled,

fully rockered and bred for
troubled waters.
Writing in CANOE
magazine, author-

explorers John Rugge
and James West
Davidson (The

Complete Wilderness Paddler}
say our Tripper’s “high depth
and big volume design make it
the expedition boat...It's big
enough lo carry two people
and a month's gear into white-
water with less chance of
swamping than any other boat
we've tested.”

A talk with your Old Town
dealer will help you decide
whether the Tripper is the right
craft for you, or whether
another Oltonar design is even
more suitable

Oltonar Canoes.
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But, about the entire Oltonar
line, one thing is certain. You

may explore remote Hudson
Bay or you may paddie a few
weeks of the year off the Hud-
son River. Either way, there's no
better hull to put between the
water and you.



Intraducing the Canadienne,

a high-performance long
distance touring canoe.
Desjgned by Ralph Frese.
Classically detailed in fine
woods and brass. Fiberglass
or Keviar layup

In the world of serious
canoeing, good news travels
fast

So does our Canadienng,
Old Town's most
impartant 1980
introduction. Expect
to hear more news
about it than any
canoe we've built
since the Tripper.

Because no
other production
canoe in the world
dees so much, and
does it all so well.

The Canadienne
has a list of creden-
tials as long as the
Allagash. They

begin with the canoe master
Rushton, whose brilliant work

Ralph Frese drew upon to cre-

ate the Canadienne’s classic
lines and timeless look
Proving why he's the
country's pre-eminent canoe
historian, connoisseur and
desigrer, Frese put as much
skill and taste into the Cana
dienne as into the film “Cen-
tennial”, the definitive cinema

piece on the role of canoeing in
U.S. history.

His challenge from Old
Town: How fo build an all
around canee when there’s no
such thing as all-around water.

This is how.

The big (17 ft., 920 |bs.
capacity) Canadienne has all
the moves of a high-
performance cruising boat.

Entry is quick, sure and

quiet as a scalpel, and no
wonder. The nose is so sharp
(under a quarter inch), you
might want to shave with it
And although the cance is
without keel, the bottom
gathers into a neat V at both
ends. Any weight that goes
insice is transmitted to the
ends, which plant themselves
beneath the wind and chop
and take you, sure-footed,
across the kind of
lake that makes
&ven an accom-
plished paddler
hanker for a
motorboat.

Yel the Canadi-
enne is as much
at home in rapids
as a salmon in the
Rogue River. It
has a take-charge
round-bottom hull
far swerving and
darting out of
harm's way. And
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Performance touring and lake canoes.
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there's a slight (under two
inches), but perfectly prapor-
tioned rocker to intensify this
kayak-like nimbleness
he appointments, in every
ent the perform-
s, decks and

ash B.,...u lswom caps and
painter rings are brass. The

contoured carrying yoke is ash,

and it's standard with the
canoe, In addition, Old Town
will be happy to make a per-
sonalized nameplate for your
Canadienne, at no extra cost,
And whether the layt J[J vuu
Ke
that the

perfect inside as the smooth,
glistening finish on the outside.
We don't do things second-
rate at Old Town
glass metho
are a fine exa
Because son
nies will pop fit
out of a moid like
Ilt, as we se
seaworthy as a cookie jar. Yet

according to the dictionary,
fiberglass is supposed to be
fiber-reinforced plastic. And
common sense will tell you that
nobody ever reinforced any-
thing shooting shredded fiber
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out of a chopper gun into liquid
resin. So we work entirely by
hand, not by gun. Our people
manually bond layer upon
layer of the finest woven cloth,
mat and roving into durable,
safe, superbly-balanced hulls.
Even more than our unique
nameplate, this level of work
manship identifies every Old
Town product. From the high-
performance Canadienne to
our 16 ft. and 14 ft. Lakers for
general flatwater recreation
Fiberglass-hulled Lakers are
designed for the wide and uni
versal canoeing public. For
vacationers who own a cottage
on a lake, and keep a canoe

around for fun. For anglers
who shun speedboals and pre-
fer the fish-lulling simplicity of
rod, reel and canoe. For tent
campers with two days off and
three kids begging to explore
that islet out in the pond.

Laker meets their needs with
flotation ends and a stable, flat-
bottom hull. With low freeboard
and keel for easy lake pad
dling. And with a price that
puts first class canoeing in
everyone's reach




Kevlar. ABS Royalex. Roto-
molded cross-linked high-
density polyethylene, Extruded
vinyl.

The list of materials used
by contemporary canoe
designers, including our own,
reads like something out of a
NASA lab.

But in one corner of our Old
Town factory the space age
metals and the machines that
mold them are
conspicuously
absent. Instead,
there are wood
shavings wherever
you walk, and the
air smells like a
country sawmill
The men wear
overalls, talk with
brass tacks in their

mouths, and tell you straight
out that Keviar is what you use
for rocket ships but wood is
what you use for canoes. Past

So our woodsmiths continue
to work in the time-honored
fashion, shaping canoes by
hand on wooden canoe forms
that date back a century.

Small wonder our four wood
designs are prized by

investment-minded canoeists
as works of art. Yet the fact is,
our cedar-planked Old Town
classics still outperform almost
any other type of canoe afloat.
And to the men in our wood
shop, that’s what makes them
works of art

To build a 20 ft. Guide
madel, for example, a man has
to begin by cutting the canoe
ribs out of white cedar, about

Classic canoes

fifty of them. Then he steams
each rib so it bends easily
over the form. And after that,
he planks long strips of
straight-grained Western red
cedar neatly over the ribs.

He works carefully from the
inside out, assembling the
skeleton first, then adding the
outer parts: mahogany gun-
wales, ash decks, ash thwarts,
and cane-filled seats, framed
inash.

As a sure, steady
tracker, the Guide
lives up to its name;
the long flat floor,
shallow draft, and
knife-like water
entry are what the
Maine fishing guide
needs for his work

Another model




Molitor, features wood treat-
ments that are lavish even by
Old Town standards. Long
decks, outside stems, and
oval mahogany gunwales
create a frame so strong no

thwarts are mecded Wh\ie thp
sickle curve of bow and stern
suggests an Indian birch bark
in a Remington or Homer
painting.

Old Town catalogs, written
as early as 1901, feature the

OTCA series of wood canoes.
Seventy-nine years later, we
proudly feature them in this
catalog, virtually unchanged in
design. And for the sclo
canoeist we offer the Trapper,
a canoe so sleek it seems to
swim.

Mare than any other com-
pany, Old Town has come to
stand for the beauty of canoe-
ing. Because more than any

other company, we stand for
the beauty of the canoe.

Wood Canoes.
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If yau followed the World Kayak
Championships at Jonquiére,
Quebec, you undoubtedly tried
to follow a bullet-fast spike
called the Lettmann Hydro 80.
It rocketed to two gold, two
silver and two bronze medals —
and now it's won a place
among our slalom kayaks, the
quickest of the quick in
paddlecraft

We're also proud to add, as a
customn order boat,
the Prijon Dolphin,
a downriver
wildwater projectile
that flew so fast at
Desbiens there was
hardly a medal left.

These develop-
ments prove, once
again, that Old
Town kayaks are
America’s best for
two good reasons:
Klaus Lettmannand
Toni Prijon, Europe's

two superstar designers. Both
are former World Champion
racers. And their stature in

this sport is so great that if
kayaking were baseball, both
would be unanimously installed
in the Hall of Fame.

Not only do their designs
dominate international kayak
racing, but Lettmann and
Prijon have had the wisdom to
adapt these Olympic designs

for general weekend pleasure
boating. No two men have
done more to popularize recre-
ational kayaking

Designers as brilliant as
Lettmann and Prijon deserve
the support of a first-rate manu-
facturer. Old Town. Our Lett-
mann and Prijon models are
painstakingly hand-laminated -
by veteran builders who have
mastered the craft of hull stiff-

Touring and whitewater slalom.

ness and flex. All standard
Old Town kayaks have no less
than four layers in the hull and
three in the deck. This year, all
whitewater slalom boats have
foam walls (pillars) for added
|-beam support between the
hull and deck. And for
kayakers who really punish
their boats, we recommend
our special expedition layup.
It includes our new I-beam
support system,
outside seams
and extra fiber-
glass layers
for built-in
protection

0ld Town kayaks
cover the two
broad divisions of
the sport: touring
and whitewater
slalom, both recre-
ational and com
petitive.



Whitewater Slalom.
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Prijon Special: How [0 handle Class Y waters as ormery as the Thiee Siteis
the Kennebec Gorge. The Special is buayant, body-respans|ve
ck. Famous Piij fing t ng[h L33, wiat

Lettmann Hydro 80: Needle-sharp 1979 world charmpionship boatat
ietee For hotdoggers and keeper-killers who are ready for
1 Length 133", width 20%:0”, cockpit 275" x 14",
appraximate weight 27 Ibs.

Erljua 420 Sable allsacoti bisds &l cspac ally paliaat ol Arst B TRl The ol deiills iRl e e sy cani
timers, Versatie hullturns wilewalr work n1G play and shims over lakes ke “ 575 Wod Chammson & o Lo
oreeze. Length 13710, width 2 kit appeakimate vl 23%", cockgst 154 2 weight 31 Ihs.

Wlthm the two, you'll find at o 0
least one model for your level of Bambina: How to teach your kids kayaking in one easy baat. Made for

ability. Although most Old Town  Priion President: £xtra cozkpit room is why Americans win Lincoinesaue .Ecv nlmeud:wm;r.wsumr 100 pouncs. Length 11, widith 227, cockplt
o l s At Coetorta i Rae Tor Dsm. Loy 1" 1 12397, approximate weght 22 Ibs.

kalyak‘?' ﬂdg ptio ?\”ﬂrtw?fd USE, S5 vt 24 cocumn 353 i mpvimate g St

a touring boat will outperform a

whitewater slalom boat cruising

on a straight track. Similarty, a

whitewater slalom kayak will be

more nimble at whitewater play.

Whichever you choose, Lettimana Optima Sport two-seater: A two-an ecreational kayak aimed Berigan: The farmous three hole covered whilewater canoe for a5t ough
it {or whitewater battle. Lengih 16'6", width 292", cockpi Vo' x 17", appeoxt watler cruising. Stable, mobile and strong. Large third cockpit for stowage
Lettmann, Prﬂ()n and Oi,d Town mate welght 56 bs. of gear Length 16", width 33%”, cockpit 21° x 177, approximale weight 65 Ibs
are on your side. So you're Note: Rudder is 3 recommencled accassory on e 420 and the President, Cotars and aptians: All 1960 kayaks are tansiucent ted_ Specil feinforced

already out in front. and on the Optima Sport in flatwater. expedition layup available on all models.



“Accessories” is the accepted
word for the canoe equipment
in this section. But “necessi-
ties" is the word we prefer.
Because good, honest smooth-
waorking equipment contributes
as much to your overall enjoy-
ment of canoeing as the canoe.

And besides showing you
our paddles, flotation gear,

safety vests, helmets and other
equipment, Old Town is proud
to present the kit everybody
has asked us to produce,

We call it “Canoe-in-a-Box,” an
intriguing project developed by
our woodsmiths, the men who
create our classic ribbed and
planked Old Towns. The end
product is a cedar strip canoe

that's swift in the water and a
delight to the eye. And the kit is
so complete and detailed,

using itis almost like using our
wood shop.

Paddles.

Exclusive design for 0 Town. Oval
, fiberglass-renforced. Lengihs: 587,

tail paddie. Single biade
s

Kayak Paddles.
Pressie-molded whitefoes an yeliow
fibergiass shafts. e by with one buus
attached. Second nat soyo

precisely set length and control. Glue inclu e

s
Magimum length, 215
2 Sport
Masimum length,

For the Optima Sport

Accessories and Kits.

Canoe equipment and cedar strip kit.




Waterproof Cargo Bags.
Day bag. Top grade 20 mil
winyl with electrically
Seatod seams, Velcio
closurs, 18" x 24"

Ka,-al ot pack

usHPff.‘J mrmm aesigned for Ol Tawn, win
Highty visible yellow with a dis-
tinctive grw.-ustnm. Extra comiort and good looks.
UUSCG aporoved. Sizes: 5, M. L XU

Gore Tex* pagd
jacket, Made for Qi
Town exclusively by
Halubar

collar and ka
pauch. Drawstring
neck and waist, Colar:

Heawy duly piasiic bag. Walerproof and insect- pmnl
storage plus lstation. Dupiex bag in three sizes,

Gamp pack. 22° x 36", Expedilion pack, 247 x 5 S ESTE i
Kayak pack, 17" 2 40" oML iSO,
taok top. 0% polyester, po
Water Repellent Gt
ng Bags.
Dutuiti-typa canoe dackpact,
Canoe stuit-sack, Orange water repellent fabric with _——

8, Shoulder s1r3p and carrying hanale. Wiso shint, Bulkless
potyurethane-coated nylon
Elasticized neck, waisl.
wits. Man's and women’s
S M LXL

Helmets.
Joifa hetmet. Lightwesght
high impact piastic hefmot
will fleat. ventilated. washable,
replaceable snap-on chin
strap. One size fits all

red. ariocks out
board, Adjustable straps secure footbrace. Spoor
Dlacle fiberglass cars (7 1,] are available. Rowing
seat color Desert Wi

Fised rawing seat. Comtant-cont

Hull Flotation.
Fiotation bags.
Necessary protection for
all covered craft. Viny!
bags with middle batfle,
outlavahies, Specly
Kayak mocel when

[ ardering,

Center bag,
Far Optima Spor,
Berrigan

L _=
Quick s Easy carriers. 0" for single canoe, 72* for
WO CAMOBS.

Uitiity carriers for gufterioss car roofs. 0" fof single
canoe, 72° for two canoes,

Foam block canoe cartier, Block and rope for conm-
Plete carrier kit

On-edig kayak rack oF CONtaUF Kayak fack, ARACNES
o utiity carrier. Compiete with clamps.

Carrying yokes. Speelty canoe model, (a) Crossarm.
1b) Adjustabls pads. c) Hand-carved.

tesistance
of Oitonar canoes,

Foidng
cane chair

Faiging
slat chair

Specifications subject fo change without notice.
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